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The aim of the project was to create a
green shared space inspired by Derek
Jarman’’s garden at Prospect Cottage
Jarman
in Dungeness as a collaboration
between Pride in Ageing at LGBT
Foundation and Manchester Art
Gallery. The Derek Jarman Pocket Park
will be installed at the end of 2021,
2021,
whilst the Protest! exhibition is at the
art gallery.
The Derek Jarman Pocket Park is
supported by The Ministry of Housing,
Housing,
Communities and Local Government
Pocket Parks,
Parks, Pride in Ageing
at LGBT Foundation,
Foundation, The IGNITION
Project,, Royal Horticultural
Project
Society,, Exterior Architecture,
Society
Architecture, The
Postcode Lottery Trust,
Trust, United
Utilities,, Greater Manchester
Utilities
Mental Health Trust,
Trust, Manchester
Wellbeing Fund,
Fund, and the University of
Manchester.
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Let’s Get Botanical Together

The co-creation of a pocket park inspired
by Derek Jarman’s work as gardener,
artist, and activist

tion
Manchester Art Gallery and Pride in Ageing at LGBT Founda
Pocket
have been working in partnership to create a Derek Jarman
. This
Park at the Mosley Street entrance of Manchester Art Gallery
a
by
new community garden space has been designed and planted
Greater
LGBT+ over 50s from
green-fingered LGBT+
volunteer group of greenDavis-Dufayard. As
Juliet Davisartist
from
support
with
,
ster
ster,
Manche
’s
well as providing a functional space for Manchester Art Gallery
people
climate and wellbeing work the garden will be a place for the
relax,, share
r, relax
of Manchester and the wider world to come together,
nature” in the centre of the
ideas and enjoy a taste of “immersive nature”
r
City. Garden design support has been kindly provided by Exterio
and
cture, Royal Horticultural Society, United Utilities
Architecture,
Davis, and the garden will
award winning garden designer Leon Davis,
contain a number of innovative urban solutions to combat the
effects of climate change.
The planting in the Derek Jarman Pocket Park is inspired by
ker, gay rights activist and gardener Derek Jarman’s
filmmaker,
celebrated garden in Dungeness as well as the life experiences
group, who are of the same or similar
LGBT+ volunteer group,
of our LGBT+
generations to Jarman. Almost 30 years on from Jarman’s
Queer’’ exhibition at Manchester Art Gallery, this
landmark ‘Queer
volunteer group continue to be inspired by the messages and
LGBT+ equality which Jarman and others started
movements for LGBT+
1980s, and are supporting LGBT Foundation to continue
in the 1980s,
LGBT+ people
their work towards a fair and equal society where all LGBT+
work of the
the
can achieve their full potential. This Zine draws on
space
garden
co-creation of a
collective to tell the story of the co.’.’
project
!
which grew out of the wider ‘Derek Jarman Protest
LGBT+ over 50s
In the words of members of the volunteer group…LGBT+

Let’’s Get Botanical Together!
Let

let’’s get botanical together
let
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The Story

The People
* Derek Jarman,
Jarman, the
source of inspiration
* Philip,
Philip, Mindy
Mindy,, David
David,,
Hazel,, and Paul: the
Hazel
storytellers

We’ve come together as a collective
We’
of Greater Manchester’
Manchester’s over
50s LGBT+
LGBT+ communities
communities,, a bunch
of knowledgeable,
knowledgeable, and not so
knowledgeable,, amateur gardeners,
knowledgeable
gardeners,
and a group of people who all share
a passion for the beauty and power
of gardens,
gardens, plants and nature. And
we’’re very excited to be working with
we
Pride in Ageing at LGBT Foundation,
Foundation,
Manchester Art Gallery,
Gallery, Exterior
Architecture,, RHS Ignition project and
Architecture
artist Juliet DavisDavis-Drufayard to plan
and create a JarmanJarman-inspired garden
in this space,
space, which everyone will be
welcome to use.
Philip and Mindy preparing
the garden space with some
much needed weeding!

* Lawrie
Lawrie,, the visioner
* Fiona
Fiona,, the curator
* Juliet
Juliet,, the artist
* Rosie,
Rosie, the
horticulturalist
* Jonny and Sophie,
Sophie, the
architects
* Luciana,
Luciana, the
ethnographer
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r”- Derek Jarman
“True love forever”-

the story and the people

Derek Jarman’s Garden, 1995

The Setting

Some of you may recognise this
strip of land in Manchester city
centre – the stone flags,
flags, Victorian
iron fencing,
fencing, a background of office
blocks and a glimpse to the right
of a Grade I listed building. it’
it’s a
small part of the land surrounding
Manchester Art Gallery. Most of us
have probably given it little thought
as we walk down Mosley Street,
Street, but
for a small group of us,
us, it has been
the subject of many Zoom meetings
over the past 10 months.

Pride in
Our group includes five
s,
volunteers,
n
tio
nda
Fou
Ageing LGBT
n’s Pride in Ageing
LGBT Foundation’
r, an artist
ler
er, a gal y curator,
Manager,
at’s
y? What’
and an anthropologist! Wh
this all about?

the setting
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Derek Jarman, Prospect Cottage, Dungeness. Courtesy Howard Sooley

The Protest! exhibition will focus
on the diverse strands of Jarman’’s
practice as a painter,, film--maker,,
set--designer,, political activist and… …
gardener.
Imagine a wild and windswept corner
of the British coastline,, a headland
of pebbles and shingle,, blasted by
the sun in summer and battered by
winter storms and salt spray,, and all
within the shadow of a nuclear power
station.
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Not exactly a place that conjures up
the beauty of nature,, and yet for
artist,, film maker and gay activist
Derek Jarman,, the garden he created
at Prospect Cottage in Dungeness,,
Kent,, was both a ‘therapy and
a pharmacopoeia’’.
Almost 30 years on from Jarman’
Jarman’s
landmark exhibition ‘Queer
Queer’’ at
Manchester Art Gallery,
Gallery, the group
of volunteer gardeners,
gardeners, many of
whom also campaigned for gay rights
and against homophobic policies and
attitudes,, continue to be inspired
attitudes
by the messages and movements for
LGBT+
LGBT
+ equality which Jarman and
others started in the 1980s.

, YOUR BEAUTY IS THE
DUNGENESS, DUNGENESS
AND VALLEYS. THIS
ST, FORGET THE HILLS
BEST,
FACE YOU OVERLOOK,
LANDSCAPE IS LIKE THE
WITH A NAUGHTY SMILE
L
THE FACE OF AN ANGE
n, 1995
n, Garden,
- Derek Jarman,

KEY PRINCIPLES FOR DEREK JARMAN
POCKET PARK AT MANCHESTER ART

GALLERY -by the collective
space, which
1. Radical and striking space,
stimulates all life forms throughout
the year.
In practice: Year round planting for
plants; structural
interest/rotating plants;
plants of different heights, so you
can see them through railings and
different views.
2. Celebrates differences and
silience,, life stories of Jarman, his
resilience
peers,, and also local stories. Offers
peers
a window into different LGBT life
experiences. Inspires people.

In practice: Stories and engagement
with different generations. Parallel
HIV/AIDS historically
drawn between HIV/
orate those who
commem
to
and area
d.
affecte
have been
multi-sensory journey through
3. A multithe garden, with focus on accessibility
In practice: Colour. Scent. Texture.
Shingles. Soundscapes. Cottage/Shelter
as a final destination.
4. Bringing the exhibition to the
ically, combines
Park, symbolically,
Pocket Park,
words (spoken or
and
text
,
art,
art
,
nature,
nature
written)
In practice: A sense of Jarman through
the garden.

5. Space for reflection and revelation
In practice: Reflect (use of mirrors
to reflect what is in the garden) &
revelation (what is hidden).
6. Inspires people to garden and take
action for climate justice.
In practice: Sharing gardening
& activist knowledge. Building
in sustainability. Conserve water
consumption,, seeded roof on
consumption
shelter and planting to encourage
biodiversity
Zoom activity by the artist
Juliet: when everyone has
read their principles,
es, we all
vote using democracy: we
each get a certain number
of ‘dots
dots’’ (could be 3 or
5 ‘X’ crosses) and we each
anonymously type a cross
next to our top choices. If
you only have one top choice
you can type all your crosses
next to that one.
Once everyone has voted we
count which principles have
the most votes,
votes, these are the
ones we keep.

key principles for the pocket park at manchester art gallery
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DUNGENESS…
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View from Prospect Cottage, Dungeness. Courtesy Howard Sooley

Derek Jarman– the artist,
writer and film-maker

We have sought
equivalence in designing
a garden in an ostensibly
adverse environment.
How creativity thrives in
the marginal spaces…For
me this is an aspect of
abstraction in art.art.- Mindy
View from Prospect Cottage, Dungeness. Public Domain

Deep red sun climbing from a
sea, the wet shingle ablaze
still sea,
with reflections. Walked
into the garden floating on
a sea of pearls. The garden
casts mysterious shadows.
Not a breath of wind. -Derek
Jarman, Modern Nature, 1991

Prospect, 1991, oil on canvas, Courtesy Amanda Wilkinson Gallery

Please read the cares of the wor
ld
I have locked in these pages: and
after put this book aside and love
.
May you of a better future,
re, love
without a care and remember we
loved too.
As the shadows close in,
in, the stars
come out. -Extract from Smiling
in
Slow Motion - Derek Jarman,
At
Your Own Risk: A Saint’
t’s Testament,
nt,
1992

‘Landscape With Blue Pool’ 1976 Courtesy Arts Council Collection

Derek Jarman–
Jarman– the artist,
artist, writer and filmfilm-maker
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‘The Garden’ -still image . Photo Liam Daniel courtesy Basilisk

Communications

This is like he was reflecting upon his life,
life, and inevitability of being diagnosed
with an AIDS related disease. He like I had an uncertain future.
HIV didn’
didn’t
discriminate,
inate, the inevitability of survival or death unknown. It made
me think
and remember life back in the 90’
90’s. In putting these thoughts aside. I too was
able to build a better future,
future, but more importantly to love and be loved. I am a
survivor. - Philip

gardens, and some
Paradise haunts gardens,
gardens are paradises. Mine is
one of them. Others are like bad
parents,
children – spoilt by their parents,
over--watered and covered with
over
Jarman’s
noxious chemicals. -Derek Jarman’s
Garden,, 1995
Garden

Always becoming,
becoming, never arriving. Life
is at a standstill - only ideas flash
past. In such confusion I find myself
running after them: Hey! Stop!
Stop! But they escape,
escape, leaving me
staring at a grey English spring. –
Derek Jarman,
Jarman, Modern Nature,
Nature, 1991

Still air. Dew sparkles on
A sea mist shimmers in the dawn.
hed in the driftwood. –
the shingle. A solitary magpie perc
1991
,
ure
Derek Jarman, Modern Nature,
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the garden

Derek Jarman
the activist
Jarman -1942
1942--1994 was and is an
important part of LGBT+
LGBT+ history in the
UK,, speaking out publicly for gay rights
UK
and fighting homophobia throughout his
life. Along with many other gay men in
the 1980s & 90s
90s,, Jarman was diagnosed
HIV positive and died from an AIDSAIDSrelated illness at the age of 52.
Derek and Keith from Smiling in Slow Motion, 2001

Photo: Stephen Mayes.
Courtesy of OutRage!

Four times in 1988 we broke
the record for Europe’
Europe’s
largest demonstration
12,,000
12
000;;15000
15000;;20
20,,000
000;;25
25,,000.
We learnt who our true allies
were,, and our fairwere
fair-weather
friends. The Labour Party
deserted us at the first hurdle,
hurdle,
the Guardian told us that
Clause 28 was our own fault.
The Clause became lawlaw-plays
banned,, exhibitions stopped,
banned
stopped,
teachers silenced. But for what?
Happy Christmas Margaret.
-Derek Jarman,
Jarman, At Your Own
Risk: A Saint’
Saint’s Testament,
Testament, 1992

As a Positive Elder this is quite
poignant to me. - Philip

Derek Jarman the activist
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Timeline of
Derek Jarman’s
life and work

Timeline of
LGBT history in
Manchester

1942

Early 1940s

Michael Derek Elworthy Jarman
born in Northwood,
Northwood, Middlesex on 31
January..
January

The Union pub,
pub, now The New Union,
Union,
plays host to drag shows during
World War II. They were popular with
American troops stationed nearby.

1946
Jarman gifted the book Beautiful
Flowers and how to grow them by his
parents,, beginning his lifeparents
life-long love
of gardens

1952
Alan Turing is prosecuted for being in
a relationship with another man. He
dies by suicide in 1954.

1960s
Manchester’s gay scene is based in
Manchester’
an area between Albert Square and
Deansgate with pubs such as the
Rockingham and Rouge being popular
although The Union continues to be
frequented by the gay community.

1964
1968 , “ballet for small spaces” courtesy of the Keith
Collins Will Trust - Amanda Wilkins

From 1942 – 1950
The Jarman family live in England,
England,
Pakistan and Italy,
Italy, moving for
Jarman’’s father’
Jarman
father’s work as a serving
RAF officer.
officer.
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The North West Homosexual Law
Reform Committee is founded by
Labour councillor Allan Horsfall. The
first meeting is held in Manchester.

1967
Summer of Love. Homosexuality
decriminalised in England for
consenting adults over 21.

Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s life and work / LGBT History in Manchester

1951

1973

Jarman whipped and shamed at
Hordle House for cuddling in bed
with his friend Gavin,
Gavin, ‘sowing terrible
seeds of doubt and selfself-hate
hate’.’.

The Manchester Gay Alliance is formed
by the University’
University’s Lesbian & Gay
Society,, CHE
Society
CHE,, a lesbian group and
transvestite / transsexual group.

1955-60

1975

Jarman begins gardening with cacti in
the garden at Northwood.
Northwood. Yves Klein
presents his work: an empty white room
entered through a blue curtain.
curtain.

2 January – The Manchester Gay
Alliance opens the Manchester Gay
Switchboard to provide support and
information to callers. It originally
operated in the basement of the
University of Manchester. By 1990,
1990,
the switchboard teamed up with
The Lesbian Link Helpline to form
the Manchester Lesbian and Gay
Switchboard.

1963
Having completed his degree in
English and History at King’
King’s College,
College,
Jarman started at Slade,
Slade, studying
painting and set design.
design.

Untitled: Slade Entrance Exam’ 1962. Private collection

1967
Immediately after finishing at Slade,
Slade,
Jarman exhibits widely in London,
London,
Liverpool and Paris.
Paris.

1970
Designs the sets for Ken Russell’
Russell’s The
Devils,, shot at Pinewood studios.
Devils
studios.

1972
Publishes poetry collection A Finger in
the Fishes Mouth
Begins prolific production of Super8
films.. Designs sets and produces
films
paintings and furniture for Ken
Russel’’s film Savage Messiah.
Russel
Messiah.

1978
The first edition of The Mancunian
Gay magazine is published.

1979
Margaret Thatcher elected Prime
Minister.

Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s life and work / LGBT History in Manchester
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1976

1984

Releases first feature film,
film, Sebastiane
Sebastiane,,
in Sardinia.
Sardinia. A queer retelling of the
martyrdom of St.
St.Sebastian
Sebastian,, the film
is notable for its homohomo-eroticism and
entirely Latin dialogue.
dialogue.

Manchester City Council forms the
Equal Opportunities Committee.

1977
Makes Britain’
Britain’s ‘first punk film’
film’
Jubilee.. Featuring Elizabeth I timeJubilee
timetravelling to 70s Britain.
Britain. Makes
music video for Sex Pistols.
Pistols.

1979
Makes The Tempest,
Tempest, a retelling of
Shakespeare’’s play.
Shakespeare
play. Makes Broken
English suite of 3 music videos for
Marianne Faithful.
Faithful.

1985
Manchester Pride is born following
a £1,700 grant from the Manchester
City Council to put on a twotwo-week
celebration,, complete with a huge
celebration
banner adorning Oxford Street.

1986
Europe’s first purposeEurope’
purpose-built Gay Centre
built in Manchester.

1986
Nominated for the Turner Prize
for his contribution to film.
film. Makes
Caravaggio.. Meets Keith Collins,
Caravaggio
Collins,
Jarman’’s companion until his death.
Jarman
death.
In December,
December, Jarman is diagnosed as
HIV--positive
HIV
positive..

1987
Buys Prospect Cottage with his
inheritance from his father.
father. Directs
video for Pet Shop Boys It’
It’s a Sin.
Sin.
Makes Last of England.
England.

1988
Begins working extensively for rights
for gay people and AIDS sufferers.
sufferers.

12
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‘Landscape’ 1991

1988
Section 28,
28, passed into law prohibiting
local authorities and schools from
“promoting
promoting”” homosexuality and
prevented councils from funding muchmuchneeded lesbian and gay initiatives at a
time when gay people were struggling
to cope with the AIDS epidemic.
A huge antianti-Section 28 protest is held
in Manchester.

Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s life and work / LGBT History in Manchester

1989

1989

Makes War Requiem.
Requiem.

The Northwest Campaign for Lesbian &
Gay Equality organises Manchester’
Manchester’s
“Celebration of Gay and Lesbian
Diversity””.
Diversity

1990
Makes The Garden.
Garden.

1991
Publishes Modern Nature.
Nature. Canonised
as St.
St. Derek of Dungeness by the
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence.
Indulgence. Makes
Edward II.
II.

1992
Publishes At Your Own Risk.
Risk. Queer
Queer,, an
exhibition of new paintings including
large ‘slogan
slogan’’ works at Manchester
Art Gallery.
Gallery.

1993
Makes Wittgenstein.
Wittgenstein. Makes his last
feature film Blue.
Blue. Directs music videos
for Suede,
Suede, Pet Shop Boys and Patti
Smith..
Smith

1994
Releases Chroma.
Chroma. Evil Queen: The Last
Paintings exhibition at Whitworth Art
Gallery,, Manchester
Gallery
Manchester..

1990
The Albert Kennedy Trust opens in
Manchester to support young homeless
LGBT+
LGBT
+ people.

1992
Families and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays is launched.

1994
Healthy Gay Manchester is formed;
formed;
BiPhoria is launched.

1995
The UK’
UK’s first conference on policing
LGBT+
LGBT
+ communities “Police and
Diversity: An Agenda for Change”
Change” is
hosted by the Greater Manchester
Lesbian and Gay Policing Initiative at
Manchester Town Hall.

Jarman dies of AIDSAIDS-related
complications on 19 February after a
long illness

1995
Publication of Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s Garden,
Garden,
with photographs by Howard Sooley.
Sooley.

Journey to Avebury’, 1971, still from
Super8 film, courtesy LUMA Foundation

Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s life and work / LGBT History in Manchester
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1996

1996

Retrospective exhibition at the
Barbican,, London
Barbican
London..

The first Poptastic club night takes
place in Manchester.

2000

Manchester Prairie Dogs line dancing
group danced outside the Rembrandt
for the first time at the Mardi Gras

Publication of Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s Smiling
In Slow Motion: Diaries,
Diaries, 1991 – 94
94,,
Vintage Books.
Books.

2008
Derek Jarman: Brutal Beauty,
Beauty, curated
by Isaac Julien at the Serpentine
Gallery,, London
Gallery
Exhibition Lightbox: Derek Jarman,
Jarman,
Tate Britain,
Britain, London

Manchester’s gay and inclusive rugby
Manchester’
union team Manchester Village
Spartans is formed.

1999

The Jarman Award is established to
recognise and support artists working
with moving image.
image.

2013

2003

Exhibition Black Paintings and
Waiting for Godot,
Godot, Wilkinson
Gallery,, London
Gallery

Manchester hosts Europride. It was
announced that the event would now
be known as “Manchester Pride”
Pride”.

2014

2004

Exhibition Pandemonium Derek
Jarman,, King
Jarman
King’’s Cultural Institute,
Institute,
London

2005

Exhibition Pure Romance: Art and
the Romantic Sensibility,
Sensibility, The Redfern
Gallery,,London
Gallery

14

The Bolton 7 are convicted of gross
indecency.

23 February – The first episode
of Queer as Folk,
Folk, a drama series
based on Manchester’
Manchester’s gay scene,
scene, is
broadcast on Channel 4.

2016

14

1998

Gender recognition act introduced

Manchester’s gay and inclusive
Manchester’
football team Village Manchester
joins the GFSN National League.

2012
1-3 June – Manchester hosts the

Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s life and work / LGBT History in Manchester

2017
Exhibition The Last of England,
England,
Wilkinson Gallery,
Gallery, London
Derek Jarman: Blue,
Blue, Tate Britain,
Britain,
London

2018
Exhibition Blue and Edn,
Edn, Whitechapel
Gallery,, London
Gallery
Prospect Cottage was put up for sale
after Keith Collins’
Collins’ death
death..

Bingham Cup,
Cup, an international rugby
union tournament featuring gay rugby
union teams from across the world.

2010
Equality Act introduced.

2013
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013
passed.
Rainbow Noir,
Noir, a social and peer
support group for LGBTQI People of
Colour established.

2016
Carl AustinAustin-Behan becomes
Manchester’’s first openly gay Lord
Manchester
Mayor.

2017
UK issues posthumous pardons for
thousands of gay and bi men
Self-portrait, Oil on canvas, 1959, Private collection

2019
Launch of exhibition PROTEST!,
PROTEST!,
IMMA,, Dublin
IMMA
Dublin,, Ireland
English Heritage unveiled a Blue
Plaque commemorating Jarman at his
former residence at Butlers Wharf
Building,, 36 Shad Thames,
Building
Thames, London
London..

2020
Art Fund launched a campaign to raise
money for Prospect Cottage.
Cottage.

2019
Pride in Ageing is launched at LGBT
Foundation.

2021
Bev Craig appointed as Leader of
Manchester City Council. The City’
City’s
first female LGBT+
LGBT+ leader
Many thanks to Out in the City for the
use of some extracts in the timeline.

Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s life and work / LGBT History in Manchester
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Manchester and
being LGBT+ in
the 1980s

1984, building work on our lovely lesbian house in Hull.- Mindy

Nowadays we are largely
commonplace,, as ordinary and
commonplace
normal as anybody else,
else, which isn’
isn’t
the same. When we had that thing of
special places to go to,
to, and nobody
else wanted to go to: the Monday
Night Lesbian Line Disco,
Disco, how
aspirational was that? Belonging to
a very close group that nobody else
wanted to go. The rest of the time,
time,
you just kept your mouth shut…now
is like losing that sense of belonging
to something really special,
special, radical
and transgressive.transgressive.- Mindy
Thinking about what the 80s was
like, being newly out and hearing
like,
about those weird things happeni
ng
in New York,
k, this “gay plague”,
ue”, all
that stuff,
f, we heard rumours coming
over the Atlantic, thinking abo
ut
the marginality of our lives. Doi
ng
the garden has really made me
think
about those times and the equival
ency
between the harshness of the
environment of Dungeness and
Mosley
Street.et.- Mindy

16
16

David: It was in the Manchester
Evening News: men arrested accused
of gross indecency,
cy, then there was a
protest against the trial. Somebody
took a photograph of me under this
poster [that denounced the arrests].
I was quite embarrassed at the time
thinking what if somebody sees me
and recognises me? I wasn’
wasn’t telling
everybody I’
I’m gay,
gay, other than my
family and my friends’
Mindy: Doing this got me thinking
back to what the 80s were like;
like; it has
been illuminating. I was so angry,
angry,
back in the 80s we wouldn’t be
speaking with each other because you
were gay and I was a lesbian.
David: There were men getting
arrested because they were
kissing each other. If it was two
heterosexuals having sex somewhere
they wouldn’t be arrested.
Philip: But back in the 70s that was
the only option. Where do you meet
men? In the toilets!
David: Some wouldn’t have the nerve
to go to a gay pub so cottages were
the only option. The police used to
drag people out of the toilets and
arrest them.

Manchester and being LGBT+
LGBT+ in the 1980s

Philip’s story

Not only does this reflect
upon the myriad of colours,
colours,
within the glory of nature.

Brilliant,
ant, gorgeous,
ous, painted gay
Vivid, flaunting,
ting, lurid loud
Screaming,
ing, shrieking,
ing, marching proud
Mellow,
w, matching,
ing, deep and sombre
Pastel,
l,sober,dead and dull
Constant,
ant,colourful,
rful,chromatic
Party coloured,
red, and prismatic
Kaleidoscopic,
ic, variegated
Tattooed dyed illuminated
Daubed and scramble,
ble, dip and die
High--keyed colour lie
High

It very much describes our
life’’s journey as gay men.
life
The ongoing political climate
of the 60’
60’s 70’
70’s and 80’
80’s.
Fighting for equality. But
the flamboyant,
flamboyant, hedonistic
carefree lifestyle we craved.
The hopes and aspirations of
new beginnings.

-Extract from Derek Jarman’s Chroma: a Book
of colour,
colour, 1993

My life changed Christmas
2007 irrevocably,
irrevocably, when a brain
tumour was removed. As a
result I lost all sense of taste
and smell.
No longer able to drift
through the fragrance of
nature. A lost memory gone
forever. However it does
pose an interesting thought. I
wonder if he was using colour
as a metaphor for people Philip

80’s were
I genuinely think that the 80’
probably the best of times. We
were invincible and proud. Part of
Bristol and Bath Gay West social
group. Very fond memories to look
back and remember. - Philip

I think that it’
it’s imperative that these
stories are told to a wider platform.
I hope that listeners could hear that
despite the atrocities,
ies, one could lead
a fulfilling life. We did the best we
could in the world that was offered
to us…When I was 8 or 9,
9, gay men
hadn’’t been invented. But I just knew.
hadn
When I was 7 I stood in a school
playground and I knew damn well
where I was going. – Philip

Philip’’s story
Philip
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David’s story

Manchester police arrest
13 in gay pub raid
01 May 1994

“Me and my band Fusion in 1975”.

“My friend and I aged about 10”.

I guess I knew I was different from a
very early age. I was more interested
in things like cooking and knitting than
football or other mainstream manly
things.
When I was about 8 I met a boy from
around the corner from me who became
a life long friend and there was also
my second cousin too and the three of
us used to hang around together.
We all felt we were different and
although we liked girls we were
attracted sexually to the same sex.
I think I was lucky really to be in this
small group as we all were there to
support one another through our
teenage years.

18
18

Later when I was about 16 and
working at the post office I met
a gay traffic warden and it was
he who actually introduced me
to the gay scene. I left home not
long after my Mother passed
away from cancer when I was
17. My Dad married again and he
was of the Victorian mindset and
I don'
don't think he could accept me
being gay.gay.- David

Cottaging: a gay slang
term,, originating from the
term
m, referring
United Kingdom,
to sex between men in a
public lavatory or ‘cottage’.
This is because old English
toilets in public spaces like
parks resembled small
cottages.

David’’s story
David

Mindy’s story
When I came out in 1980s I knew my chance
of having children and my career would
be affected,
d, and I loved my career and I
wanted to have children… And the promise
I made to myself is that I’
I’d never walk
round anybody,
y, anybody,
y, on the subject of
my sexuality,
y, because I’
I’d already paid my
price…I was actually a bloody good teacher.

In 1983,
1983, I was in hospital for cervical
cancer surgery,
surgery, and whilst I was on
the ward another lesbian came in.
Three months after I left hospital she
turned up at a party at my house and
said that I had made things easier for
her because I outed myself and opened
a window.

Her life was easier because of me. She was
just the second lesbian of the ward…If
you are in a position to do something that
allows other people to walk behind you
then do it… my message for people coming
out now? Enjoy.
it’’s not even a thing. Younger
easier; it
It’s easier;
It’
don’t get the division;
generations just don’
what’’s all this labelling about? On the
‘what
hand, when it was all in the closet
other hand,
you got that thing about joining a secret
ry, like the labrys.
club,, with secret jewellery,
club
In the early 90s I discovered I ‘d been
couldn’t get a
ousted to the point I couldn’
that’’s why I moved to Manchester.
job,, that
job
I moved to Manchester because I had
friends here and I knew that Manchester
gay-friendly city. - Mindy
was a gay-

1970s, the labrys was adopted by
Labrys: In the 1970s,
the lesbian community as a lesbian feminist symbol
self-sufficiency.
representing strength and self-

Mindy’’s story
Mindy
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Hazel’s story
Things I have learnt about Derek Jarman
and his garden
I can tell you that Derek Jarman loved
his garden. He never set out to start
a garden. It was an accidental garden.
Sea kale,
kale, gorse
gorse,, cistus
cistus,, salvia
salvia,, fennel and
poppies. He found the right place for each
plant so that it could thrive in the shingle
that is Dungeness. He felt that he should
have been a gardener all along.
I can tell you how he seemed traditional
and yet his work was radical,
radical, how
his garden was outwardoutward-looking yet
contemplative,, vast yet intimate,
contemplative
intimate, wild yet
precise. I can tell you that his garden has
no boundaries other than the horizon,
horizon,
and how the humming of Dungeness B
mixes with the sea breeze.
I can tell you how he raged with fury at
the way in which his generation of gay men
was treated.

How they died painful deaths and in
lonely,, estranged from
cases, lonely
many cases,
also, how they
. But also,
families
their
chosen families,
own
their
to
d
belonge
on. I can tell
get
all
t
’
didn
didn’
they
if
even
’t identify
didn
didn’
Jarman
Derek
that
you
Cashman
or
people
all
Stonew
the
with
gays.
media
other
the
of
or some
can’t tell you what Derek Jarman felt
I can’
too-soon death or leaving
about his toohis friends or the places and people he
I’m not
loved. Or leaving his garden. I’
we’re
we’
what
like
would
he
even sure that
garden
a
creating
,
ster
ster,
doing in Manche
all about him.
He never wanted a panel on the AIDS
haunt’’
quilt,, in fact he said he would ‘haunt
quilt
So what
him.
for
one
anyone who made
by
inspired
,
garden
will he think of our
,
Cottage
t
Prospec
at
him and his home
by
silenced
be
to
inspired by his refusal
quo, inspired by his insistence
the status quo,
that love is a human right for us all?

Hazel’s thoughts on Jarman’
Hazel’
Jarman’s lines
“I walk in this garden
holding the hands of dead friends.
Old age came quickly to my frosted generation,
cold, cold, cold, they died so silently.”
The outrage, sadness, bewilderment and loss
of young men dying too soon.
Leaving behind their dignity, bravery, fury
and witness,
we have the privilege of loving who we want
and growing old.
“Up hill, down dale we go to Prospect Cottage,
which grows like a tree – more beautiful as it ages.”
Here you can hide and heal;
or you can stand up, speak up,

defy the odds, protest and rage,
make things change. I am who I say I am.
“If a garden isn’t shaggy, forget it.
try this wildness in a corner. It will bring you great
happiness.”
Find your wild corner and protect it like mad.
It’s all we’ve got.
“Lizards you are bent not straight.
Lizzy the lezzy
is quite the best…”
This garden speaks
of difference and resilience, tradition and
radical thinking, pleasure and beauty, formality
and playfulness.

Quotes in colour from the book called ‘Derek Jarman’s Garden’ (Thames & Hudson 1995)
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Hazel’’s story
Hazel

Paul’s story
In the summer of 2020,
2020,
during a brief break from
Covid lockdown,
lockdown, I visited the
south coast for a week with
a friend. One hot summer’
summer’s
day we cycled from Rye out
to Dungeness,
Dungeness, through the
wide flat expanses of Romney
Marsh and the pretty village
of Lydd before emerging out
onto the surreal landscape of
Dungeness.

Blue, 1993, (still) Photo Liam Daniel, courtesy Basilisk Communic

ations

We had gone to see Derek Jarman’s
cottage and garden although at the
time I didn’
didn’t know that much about
him. I instantly fell in love with the
black tar cottage, it
it’’s simple and
geometric shape and yellow framed
windows surrounded by a garden
containing architectural elements of
the sea. As an enthusiastic amateur
gardener,
er, I marvelled at how anyone
could grow plants in this inhospitable
landscape and that’
that’s when I began to
read and discover about Jarman the
gardener and diarist.

I was completely mesmerised
by this ‘other worldly’
worldly’ place
place,,
a vast landscape with no
horizon and dominated by
a nuclear power station,
station, not
something you could call
beautiful but yet there was
something magical about the
rawness and simplicity of the
environment.

Through my involvement in this
project, II’’ve started to learn so much
more about Derek Jarman; Jarman
the gardener,
er, writer
writer,, artist
artist,, poet
poet,,
film maker,
maker, as well as his activism for
LGBT rights and his very personal but
public battle with HIV and AIDS.

Derek Jarman, Dungeness. (St Derek and the Laying on
Hands) 1991 - Courtesy and © Ed Sykes

We are a small group of volunteers,
ers,
amateur but enthusiastic gardeners,
ers,
all with our own connection to
Jarman and it’
it’s been fascinating and
a privilege to hear their stories. The
landscape of Manchester city centre is
as inhospitable as Dungeness! - Paul

Paul’’s story
Paul
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Do words matter? ‘Queer
elders’, LGBT+ identity, and
intergenerational conversations
The collective is keen to talk about
how things have changed for LGBT+
LGBT+
community,, and use of terminology,
community
terminology, like
‘queer
queer’’:
“Younger people say that gay people
have reclaimed the word.”
word.”
“Who are these people?”
people?”
“To me queer was like very offensive at
school. It has taken me a lot to get used
to it.”
it.”
“It
It’’s so commoncommon-place now;
now;
everything is queer.”
queer.”
“I can’
can’t understand why it has become so
popularised.””
popularised.
“I think it is because it allows people
who are heterosexual who can actually
be included as queer. It’
It’s become a very
inclusive term;
term; you don’
don’t have to be a
practicing homosexual to label yourself
queer.””
queer.
“I thought it had been reclaimed in the
80s and that was it,
it, done
done,, like dyke. My
wife doesn’
doesn’t like the word dyke.”
dyke.”
“Dyke
Dyke,, I think that’
that’s offensive as well.
If you said to a lesbian ‘you
you’’re a dyke’,
dyke’,
that would be like insulting her.”
her.”
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“Titling the show,
show, however
however,, was a group
decision. Originally titled ‘Shipwrecked
Shipwrecked’’
-an oblique diary reference from Derek
describing ‘a cesspit at the heart of
Manchester’’ the title was soon after
Manchester
declared as ‘QUEER
QUEER’’.
Audacious, blatant
Audacious,
blatant,, intentionally
provocative,, we had many serious
provocative
conversations,, which were nevertheless
conversations
laced with humour due to their
absurdity,, as to whether DEREK
absurdity
JARMAN QUEER or QUEER DEREK
JARMAN was the most appropriate
word order for the publicity banners.
But the title was not without
contention. I was invited to the office
of a prominent councillor who,
who, whilst
stating categorically his support for
the show,
show, drew my attention to the
fact that the opening date was the week
following the local elections,
elections, which were
scheduled for the seventh of May.
I was advised not to use the title
‘QUEER
QUEER’’ before the election date.”
date.”
- Extract from Queering the
City: Manchester 1992,
1992, by Jeffrey
Horsley , the curator of the 1992
Derek Jarman’
Jarman’s exhibition at the
Manchester Art Gallery .

do words matter?

Exterior Manchester Art Gallery, 1993
‘Queer’ banner. Courtesy of Howard Sooley

It was good that he chose a term
,
that was inclusive. Back in the day
m
fro
rate
sepa
ly
real
gay men were
.- Mindy
lesbians.So, words do matter… below,
So,
below, some
examples of a helpful LGBT+
LGBT+ glossary
produced by the National Museums
Liverpool

Coming out

Short for ‘coming out of the closet’,
closet’,
the phrase is used to describe a person
telling others they are gay,
gay, lesbian
lesbian,,
bisexual,, trans or queer.
bisexual

Intersectionality

Acknowledges that a person’
person’s identity
is informed by their gender,
gender, sexuality
sexuality,,
race,, class and ability,
race
ability, amongst other
things,, and that their experiences
things
of oppression will be influenced
accordingly.

Gender

Gender refers to the socially
constructed characteristics of women
and men. It varies from society to
society and can be changed.

Back in the day I wouldn’
wouldn’t have
anyone call me girl,
girl, or lady. A
woman is good enough! Lesbians
were so angry about everything.
Feminism and LGBT rights,
rights, it
was a double whammy. Lesbians
were despised by everybody in
the same way that being camp
for men was despised,
despised, it was like
lowering yourself,
yourself, it was all very
patriarchal. All this has moved on,
on,
but I say to the young ones,
ones, if you
really feel you’
you’ve got the right
word,, the right political analysis,
word
analysis,
enjoy yourself because it won’
won’t
last. – Mindy
I was mortified when a radio
host announced me as a Queer
Elder. I have always found this
terminology derogatory. Having
grown up in the 50s 60s where
it was a very regular occurrence
being called queer. I was never
queer. I was an individual
discovering who and what I
was. What I find incomprehensible
is that it seems on trend to use
this as recognition as being gay
LGBT… I just wonder how many
other elders are affected by the
terminology.
As I said it just seems to be
bandied around now as a normal
part of our vocabulary. It
almost feels like we'
we're the lost
generation and not taken into
consideration when these decisions
are made. – Philip

do words matter?
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Peripat etic encoun ters with urban nature

Before rolling up our sleeves and
getting stuck into creating our own
oasis, the Derek Jarman
little green oasis,
at Manchester Art
Garden
Pocket
the opportunity to
took
we
,
Gallery
in and around
spaces
green
some
visit
included places
visits
Our
ster.
Manche
ity’s
ity’
commun
+
LGBTQ
the
ng
reflecti
rights
and
tion
recogni
for
e
struggl
as well as places offering a much
needed breathing space within our city
along with hope for the future of our
environment.

We met at Sackville Gardens,
Gardens, which
seemed the best place to start as one
of the most wellwell-known green spaces
in the city linked to the LGBTQ+
LGBTQ+
community.

Our first visit at the end of May was
quite momentous as we were able to
meet each other in person for the first
time after months of Zoom meetings.
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Peripatetic encounters with urban nature

Apart from enjoying the peaceful
green space,
space, we took our time to
admire the very first statue and
memorial for Alan Turing and to
reflect on the National Transgender
Remembrance Memorial,
Memorial, and the
Beacon of Hope Memorial. We also
visited the communal garden at the
Grade II listed building Victoria
Square in Ancoats,
Ancoats, which was the first
municipal housing built in Manchester
in 1894 and now houses around 170
older people. Peter,
Peter, who is a resident
at Victoria Square,
Square, showed us round
and told us the story of the late
Dame Gracy,
Gracy, their gardener for
several years.

Climbing Engel’s head at Salford Art Gallery

From June to September 2021,
2021, we visited
a range of parks,
parks, gardens
gardens,, and urban
green spaces including the newly opened
RHS Bridgewater. During a sunny stroll
around Peel Park(a favourite subject of
Salford artist L.S. Lowry),
Lowry), Rosie Naylor
from RHS Bridgewater and Miranda
Clarke from City of Trees showed us the
fantastic work the IGNITION Living Lab
is undertaking at Salford University.

Peripatetic encounters with urban nature
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The Visioner’s Vision
Lawrie is called the visioner
for a few reasons,
reasons, not least
for his ability to create sights
out of words,
words, as seen in his
description of one of our
peripatetic encounters.
He took the collective
around secret green spaces in
Manchester giving us all food
for thought and insights into
nature for inspiration.

To have had the opportunity to
work on a new Pocket Park for
the people of Manchester has been
such an incredible experience,
experience, but
the fact that this garden has been
designed and planted by a group of
volunteer gardeners from our over
50s LGBTQ+
LGBTQ+ communities in Greater
Manchester makes it a really special
achievement.
The gardeners are of a similar
generation to Derek Jarman,
Jarman, and
there has been much reflection on
the importance of his work in raising
the visibility of issues facing LGBT
communities,, as well as his powerful
communities
expression of identity through his
work. Unfortunately this generation
of LGBT people are now facing a
lack of visibility both within LGBT
communities and wider society,
society, and
many are facing greater levels of
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isolation due to being less likely to
have children and a lack of connection
to family (who may have ostracised
them due to their LGBT identity) along
with discrimination in housing and care
spaces. We really wanted this garden
to be a recognition of their lives and
society, running in
contribution to society,
parallel with the celebration of Derek
Jarman’s life and works in the main
exhibition spaces.

LGBT Foundation exists to continue
the work towards an equal and fair
people,, which
society for all LGBTQ+ people
activists such as Jarman and his peers
brought to wider public consciousness in
the 80s and 90s. We are delighted to
legacy, historic links
be celebrating his legacy,
to Manchester and the launch of the
Protest! exhibition at Manchester Art
.- Lawrie
Gallery through this project.-

The Visioner’
Visioner’s Vision

The Curator’s Vision
We wanted to think about what
Jarman’’s work meant to people today,
Jarman
today,
and what he might be doing if he
was here with us. Lawrie and I had
discussions about the Pride in Ageing
group…all the things that Jarman
protested against and worked to
either raise the profile or change
resonated with and were relevant to
that group. So we discussed how we
might create a garden space inspired
by Jarman’
Jarman’s passion for his garden at
Dungeness.
A big part of that decision was how
we could make LGBT+
LGBT+ older people
more visible within the city,
city, and how
we might revisit those things that
Jarman would have been concerned
with today,
today, such as climate change. So,
So,
the group seized upon the idea of the
garden.
Following the Manchester Art Gallery
exhibition in the 90s there was also
a solo show at the Whitworth,
Whitworth, Evil
Queen. So,
So, just before he died,
died, he
was very visible in Manchester and I
understand he was fond of the city,
city,
it’’s gay scene and activist community.
it
Around this time I was becoming more
politically aware,
aware, I remember being
outraged about Section 28 and what
it meant,
meant, I couldn’
couldn’t understand why
such a draconian law was being passed.
I also remember watching Blue,
Blue,
which was shown on Channel 4,
4,

the only broadcast showing radical
programming,
mming, and being transfixed.
In 2017,
2017, I was working on an exhibition
with Jon Savage, who wrote a seminal
book on the punk scene England’
d’s
Dreaming. We were having a chat one
day when Jon saw the exhibition poster
from the 1992 exhibition and Jon said
‘Oh
Oh,, Jarman, I knew him. I met him at
a Blondie gig in the later 70s then we
became friends, we should think about a
doing a Jarman show’
show’.
Jon contacted Amanda Wilkinson,
on,
who is part of the Trust who oversee
Jarman’s estate and the existing works
that are not in public or private
collections. Amanda had already
begun discussions with IMMA about a
Jarman retrospective,
ective, and Sean Kissane
there had already done quite a lot of
research. Luckily,
Luckily, IMMA were open to
working in partnership,
ship, so Protest! was
born. With Jon’
Jon’s involvement,
ment, we
we’’ve
included more of a focus on Jarman’s
connection with punk and popular
culture here in Manchester.
Having the opportunity to reconnect
with the LGBT+
LGBT+ community in
Manchester to create the Derek Jarman
Pocket Park also allows the gallery
to connect with Jarman’s passion for
gardening and create a lasting tribute
to him here in the city where he held his
final exhibitions. - Fiona

The Curator’
Curator’s Vision
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The Artist’s
Vision
I really appreciated taking part in the
project as a facilitating artist,
artist, to
support the group to coco-produce the
garden: dede-centering from my own
creative decisions,
decisions, bringing my online/
online/
offline group facilitation skills with
an ecological focus to support the
group in making decisions.
We started the project in June
2020 and worked online throughout
Summer,, Autumn and Winter. A lot
Summer
of that time was spent in lockdown
and most of us didn’
didn’t know each
other before the project,
project, so we took
extra care to create ways to checkcheck-in
-and checkcheck-out which each other,
other, get
to know each other as people and
our relation to Jarman,
Jarman, so we could
build a common ground despite being
physically isolated from each other.
One of the main things I’
I’m taking away
is the need for more intergenerational
LGBT exchanges. It was an immense
privilege to hold space for LGBT
people of older generations who were
fighting for freedom when I wasn’
wasn’t
born or very young,
young, and who had very
different life experiences from mine.

Mindy’s collage

for older people who remember it being
used as a slur against them,
them, something
I was unaware of when I moved to the
UK. This is something I have taken
forward in event descriptions,
descriptions, using
both ‘LGBTQ
LGBTQ+’
+’ and ‘queer
queer’’ when thinking
about making the spaces more accessible
to several generations,
generations, not just mine Juliet.

One particular aspect is the
conversations around language: I
identify with the word ‘queer
queer’’ in its
versatility as a verb/
verb/adjective and
its commitment to questioning;
questioning; this
word also has painful connotations
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The Artist’
Artist’s Vision

Philip’s vision
of the garden

The horticulturalist’s vision
longer, and there were issues about
longer,
sourcing materials and figuring out
what plants were going to look like as
that time of the year.

I met Lawrie in 2019,
2019, when we started
to talk about some ideas,
ideas, then when
I joined the project later it was a
really exciting way of continuing on
that discussion,
discussion, going on journeys with
people. We all met online first,
first, but to
meet everyone in real life made me see
how it all fits together. The gardening
sessions have been fascinating because
people have different takes on the
project. Because we all love plants,
plants,
but some support the environmental
movement,, others have artistic and
movement
creative directions;
directions; everyone bringing
different perspectives. The fact that a
garden,, a public social space,
garden
space, can be all
those things,
things, it
it’’s very exciting.
I’m gay and I haven’
haven’t always had much
opportunity to spend time with other
LGBT generations;
generations; it
it’’s been important
to me to learn about their,
their, and our
community’’s, past experiences. I knew
community
Derek Jarman as a gardener and queer
activist,, but they brought so much more
activist
meaning to it. This is a very complex
project in terms of some challenges.
A lot of stakeholders ended up being
brought into the project,
project, it
it’’s taken us

It’s a harsh environment to green,
It’
green,
and to put a garden or a park in,
in,
but it’
it’s been great to see the water
conservation and rain water project
coming into fruition. Water was always
going to be a limiting factor and the
plant choices have been wellwell-thought of.
So many learnings can come from this
to inform future landscaping. Creating
rain garden planters,
planters, the shelter with
the green roof,
roof, pipes and water butts.
Planters have reservoirs built into
them so this is a rain water harvesting
project. It’
It’s a smallsmall-scale project that
is scalable. Having multiple people
involved with different skills means
this could be a genuinely sustainable
project;; no pocket park has been
project
designed or engineered in this way. Rosie
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The horticulturalist’
horticulturalist’s vision
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The Architect’s Vision
Early drawings for the Pocket Park

Drawings courtesy of Exterior Architecture
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The Architects’
Architects’ Vision

The Ethnographer’s vision
2020, I interviewed Mindy for
In 2020,
another project and she told me
about the pocket park idea. I was
immediately smitten. I fell in love
Jarman’s work in the late
with Jarman’
Faithfull’s
80s through Marianne Faithfull’
video, and later
Broken English video,
with Caravaggio. As I got into film
90s,
and video making in the early 90s,
I found snippets of Jubilee and The
Garden haunting even if I had to
consume his work in small doses.
don’t know any other film maker
I don’
that matches him in his skills of
But,
making the oneiric so palpable. But,
design, super
along with his set design,
activism, it is the
films, and activism,
8 films,
as--art that
life-as
Jarman’s lifewhole of Jarman’
me, with the garden
truly inspired me,
in Dungeness as the masterpiece
creator’s
encapsulating all the creator’
opposing facets. The experience of
co-creation of
being involved in the comultia pocket park to celebrate this multifaceted,, kaleidoscopic genius has been
faceted
thrilling. From the perspective of an
spaces, the
anthropologist of green spaces,
research revealed just how social
human--nature interaction can be.
human
coI kept a field diary of the coobservations
with
creation process
about how the different parts
assembled together. I participated in
meetings and gathered stories about
People’s
the people in the collective. People’
engagement with the ideal and actual
garden brought different actors
together and connections were made.

An architecture supervisee who had never
heard of Derek Jarman used the pocket
park as a case study elaborating designs
that were free from the spatialspatial-temporal
constraints of real life.
Co-Production: a method for
Coand/or public service
researching and/
collaboratively
that
y
deliver
people, groups or
engages with the people,
communities who are the subject of
the work or research.

Drawing courtesy of Qirui Wang

There were other research findings which
will be explored elsewhere,
elsewhere, but for now
it suffice to say that this project is a
valuable case study for coco-production.
Still ongoing,
ongoing, it keeps us walking,
walking,
because it is about the process. - Luciana
“Gardening is central, one is entering
s, returns
time, into eternals,
another time,
ction
resurre
the
are
those
,
cycles
cycles,
and
in
Jarman
Derek
”
life.
life.”
my
in
cycles
(1991)
ntary
docume
Arena
BBC
the

The Ethnographer’
Ethnographer’s vision
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Collaborating through the pandemic
July,, 2021
Meeting minutes - 13th July
Phrase during meeting: “Pain from
ted”.
can’t be alleviated”
being ostracised can’

Many of our group of volunteer
gardeners had their lives touched by
Jarman’s work and activism in the 1980s
and early 1990s and have revisited his
legacy and influence through workshops
and discussions via video calls during
Covid-19 lockdowns of 2020. These
the Covidonline sessions have kept the group
connected and offered a source of
creativity and wellbeing.

“I trapped pure spirit in matter.”
matter.”
–from Caravaggio,
Caravaggio, 1986
Juliet’’s prompts:
Juliet
What moves you about Derek
Jarman’’s work and garden?
Jarman
What do you want to celebrate,
celebrate,
amplify,, make visible in the garden
amplify
at Manchester Art Gallery in 2020?
What do you want the “Derek
Jarman Pocket Park”
Park” to look/
look/smell
smell//
taste//feel
taste
feel//sound like?
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Fiona met with planner; decided to
re/have
go for the simpler structure/
inside
done
be
can
arches/what
the arches/
the
ng
finalisi
/
the shelter: quotes?
working
er
plants/garden
list of plants/
s/start ordering
with Chelsea gardens/
/put text onto
trees
trees/
the plants and
planters.
How group dynamics work amidst
the pandemic: People were feeling
on’
anxious: will it happen?; ’drags on’
now’.
‘I’m very positive now’
Restrictions of grade 1 building
add to anxiety; constant battle
with grade 1 limitations and how to
represent prospect cottage.
es,
Difficult to balance out priorities,
planters and text.
Praise to Fiona for being persistent.
But,, we can get started at last!
But
Pride weekend: postponing the
launch//need to be more flexible
launch
launch/ drawing new
about the launch/
when things could
of
e
schedul
on things we can do
focus
/
happen/
happen
ation and risk
inform
/
safe
safe/
be
and
in the garden
work
doing
/
ent
ent/
assessm
ys when
Tuesda
and
ys
Monda
on
closed.
is
gallery

Collaborating through the pandemic

Covid, waiting, resilience &
preparing the garden
The day when we are actually planting up the
garden, that
that’’s what this is all about. – Mindy

David donated several trays of
oriental red poppy seedlings along
with various sunflowers and dark
flowering hollyhocks grown from
purple/black (these might
seed dark purple/
look well in the shingle bed) and
Also, vivid orange quite
cosmos. Also,
ls), cardoon
tall tiphonia (annuals),
and a Teasel could be donated for
the shingle bed too.
Philip has seven sunflowers potted
up and ready to go too. Red
Jasmin, jasminum beesianum and
also the winter flowering jasmine,
jasminum nudiflorum. Both
jasmins are prolific climbers. For
the shingle beds: Fennel and Teasle.

Covid,, waiting
Covid
waiting,, resilience & preparing the garden
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Growing older and Greener

Mindy at the International Day of
People, this year dedicated
older People,
to the fight against climate change.

The 16 panels generate electricity
for the national grid and an
income. The top 2 are hot water
solar panels. – Philip
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I have 4 water butts around my
house and they are filled with
the rainwater from my roof
guttering. I try to use rainwater
only not just because it is full
of great minerals and nutrients
don’t like to put
but also I don’
chemicals on to my plants from
washing up water etc.
plants,
Indeed acid soil loving plants,
as,
like blueberries and camellias,
are not tolerant to the lime
found in tap water. I discovered
that placing banana skins on
the surface of soft fruit bushes
and flowering plants is a great
way to recycle as they quickly
rot down into the soil adding
nutritious potassium thereby
yields.- David
improving crop yields.-

growing older and greener

My garden is very small but I
try to make it wildlife friendly
to increase biodiversity. It is
not a tidy garden and I leave
the grass to grow quite long
and try to provide different
wildlife habitats

We are quite good at conserving
water in the garden because of the
ways we placed our gutters to capture
So, that water runs back
rainwater. So,
into the garden. When you have
it’s not really ethical to
lots of cats it’
encourage birds in the garden, so we
fish.-- Mindy
have fish.

1. Compost bin in wild corner
of garden + includes nettles to
the left of the bin & wood pile
habitat to the right.
2. Wildlife Pond + home to
frogs & toads.
3. Bird feeder with bug hotels
on the wall in the background.
4. Wormery + small scale
compost maker that uses veg
peelings,, paper
peelings
paper//cardboard etc.
5. Hedgehog house + gap under
blue gate where hedgehogs can
get in and out of garden. We
provide food -kitten biscuits
for the hedgehogs every night
& have hedgehogs visiting
regularly with both hedgehog
houses used for sleeping &/
or hibernating during the past
year. - Hazel

In my house it’
it’s all tripletripleglazed and insulated – Philip

growing older and greener
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Back to our space outside
Manchester Art Gallery….
The timeframe for the pocket park and
of the exhibition was extended because
Covid, increasing the temporal
of Covid,
dimension and adding depth to the
relations within the group.
Juliet had more time to do creative
ps, Hazel and Paul got into
workshops,
writing blogs narrating the process,
Lawrie envisioned new landscapes
for the collective to explore
rs, Dave and Philip displayed
outdoors,

Bedding plants suggested by
Philip and David:

Planters with alternating scheme of
grasses and seasonal flowers: Melica
altissima and Carex.
The following species could be worth
considering as they have good form
winter,
and provide seed heads in the winter,
and as David suggested could work
nicely with other tall
perennials like Japanese anemones:

• African marigold

Hollyhocks
Japanese Anemones
Sunflowers
Poppies
Alliums
Polystichum
Nasturtiums

• Trailing petunias
• Busy lizzie
• Cosmos
• Antirrhinum
• Coleus (mixed) Gazania
• Begonia
• Polystichum polybephaurm
• Trailing petunias
• buzzy lilies
• Poppies
• Coleus
• Rudbeckia
• Helianthemum

Climbers for wooden arches:
• Clematis
• Jasmine White Star (great scent)

36

“There
There’’s people with expertise in
planting,
g, people with expertise
in making a blog;
blog; II’’m good at
making connections!”
ions!” - Mindy

Raised area (wall by the
entrance ramp):

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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their comprehensive knowledge of
plants,, Fiona and Rosie devised
plants
ways of making the garden more
environmentally sound , and Luciana
kept asking questions and collecting
stories

• Primula viali
• Echinacea
• Selenium

post--COVID recap
post

Collaborators to
the zine
David Rhodes
Fiona Corridan

Future events
coming out of the
woodwork
Manchester Art Gallery is working with
a range of partners to deliver a Jarman
related events programme during the
exhibition. See manchesterartgallery.org
for further details as they are planned.

Hazel Errey
Lawrie Roberts
Luciana Lang
Juliet Davis
Mindy Meleyal
Paul Everitt
Philip Harper-Deakin
Richard Atherton
Rosie Naylor

Contact &
feedback
We would appreciate feedback
and comments regarding both the
project and participatory methods.
You can do this by contacting the
in--residence:
researcher--in
researcher
@manchester.ac.uk
Luciana.lang@
Luciana.lang
or using #DerekJarmanPocketPark
For more information about pride
in ageing please contact the LGBT
Foundation:
www.lgbt.foundation//prideinageing
www.lgbt.foundation
0345 330 3030

Jez Dolan will be artist in residence in
the exhibition each Thursday afternoon
and will work with the gallery on a
programme of commissions and events
between December 2021 and April
2022. For further information as the
residence unfolds see:
www.manchesterartgallery.org
A programme of Derek Jarman films
and events will take place at HOME
Manchester in February and March
2022. See www.homemcr.org for full
details and to book.

further information
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In time,
time,
No one will remember our work
Our life will pass like the traces of a cloud
And be scattered like
Mist that is chased by the
Rays of the sun
For our time is the passing of a shadow
And our lives will run like
Sparks through the stubble. I place a
delphinium,, Blue
delphinium
Blue,, upon your grave
Jarman’’s monologue in the film Blue,
Jarman
Blue, 1993
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Derek Jarman aged 17 with Self Portrait 1959. From the
Watford Advertiser 1960. Courtesy Keith Collins Will Trust

